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Abstract 

The criminal act committed by Ferdy Sambo, a senior police officer of the Republic 

of Indonesia, in a case involving Joshua as a victim, has attracted the public's 

attention. From a linguistic standpoint, this topic is intriguing to study. This 

especially applies to Ferdy Sambo's plea. This research aims to determine the 

illocutionary speech act in Ferdy Sambo's plea entitled A Point of Hope in a 

Crowded Court Room. The method used in this study is qualitative. To obtain data 

for this study, library research was performed. This research concludes that it is 

known that the illocutionary speech acts in Ferdy Sambo's plea entitled A Point of 

Hope in the Crowded Courtroom include representative illocutionary speech acts 

(stating, admitting, giving testimony, mentioning, speculating); directive 

illocutionary speech acts (requesting, forcing, urging, ordering, commanding, 

pleading); and expressive illocutionary speech acts (saying thank you, complaining, 

praising, criticizing). 
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Introduction  

A person who gives testimony in a trial must do so honestly to expedite and 

clarify a legal case. This perspective aligns with the viewpoint expressed by Solan 

and Tiersma (2005, p. 212), who argue that intentionally providing false testimony 

as a witness constitutes a grave offense. This is due to the potential consequences 

wherein innocent individuals may be wrongfully convicted or guilty individuals 

may evade punishment. Furthermore, Sholihatin (2019, p.69) also stated that false 

testimony is misleading and can unfairly impact the suspect or defendant. In this 

way, achieving justice in the legal process involves actual information from many 

parties or witnesses. 

Regarding the process of providing information in court, the Indonesian 

people have witnessed the legal process for the criminal act of murder of Brigadier 

Yosua involving a high-ranking member of the Republic of Indonesia's police force, 

namely Ferdy Sambo. From a linguistic point of view, this is quite interesting to 

study, especially in the text of Ferdy Sambo's plea. 

A linguistic study discussing speech acts in language crime cases was carried 

out by Sholihatin (2020). In this study, it is known that language crimes are related 
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explicitly to defamation. Next, Dwinitia (2023) studied assertive speech acts in 

Richard Eliezer's plea  

This research's novelty lies in examining speech acts, with a particular 

emphasis on illocutionary speech acts. Meanwhile, the object of study is the text of 

Ferdy Sambo's plea. This research presents a new color in linguistic studies, 

especially the speech acts of suspects' pleas in murder trials.  

This research aims to determine the illocutionary speech act in Ferdy Sambo's 

plea entitled A Point of Hope in a Crowded Court Room. More details can be seen 

in the following explanation. 

 

Linguistic studies in the realm of law 

Forensic linguistics, sometimes a forensic linguistic study, involves applying 

scientific language analysis within a legal framework to examine and interpret legal 

evidence (McMenamin, 2002). According to Sholihatin (2019, p.5), an alternative 

perspective posits that forensic linguistics is a scholarly examination of language 

within the context of legal evidence. Its primary objective is to address legal 

challenges and facilitate the administration of justice by ensuring the satisfactory 

resolution of legal matters. This opinion shows that the contribution of linguistic 

studies in the legal process is essential for providing clarity on a case and achieving 

justice. 

 

Illocutionary speech acts   

According to Austin (1962), illocutionary speech acts contain the intent and 

function or power of speech so that the speaker's speech has a role or influence on 

the speech partner. Following this, Searle (1969) categorizes illocutionary speech 

acts into five distinct sorts: representative, directive, expressive, commissive, and 

declarative. These types are elucidated as follows. Usual speech acts encompass 

various kinds of speech, including statements, demands, admissions, 

demonstrations, reports, testimonies, mentions, and speculations. Directive speech 

acts contain several speech acts that involve asking, inviting, forcing, 

recommending, urging, commanding, demanding, encouraging, begging, 

challenging, and delivering orders. Expressive speech acts can be characterized as 

evaluative since they involve expressing personal opinions or judgments. Examples 

of such actions include expressing gratitude, lodging complaints, offering 

congratulations, engaging in flattery, expressing praise, assigning blame, and 

engaging in criticism. Commissive speech acts: swearing, promising, threatening, 

stating an undertaking, making a vow. Declarative speech act: creating a new thing 

(status, situation, etc.). to impress, decide, cancel, prohibit, grant, permit, classify, 

appoint, pardon, pardon. 

 

Method  

The present study employs a qualitative research methodology. This study's 

data collection methodology involves library research utilizing secondary data 

sources. Specifically, the text of Ferdy Sambo's pledge is obtained from news 

sources available in digital media platforms inside Indonesia 

(https://jambi.tribunnews.com/2023/01/24/isi-lengkap-pledoi-ferdy-sambo-setitik-

harapan-dalam-ruang-sesak-pengadilan). The data analysis technique employed in 

this study follows the interactive model proposed by Miles and Huberman (2005). 
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This model encompasses several stages: data collecting, data reduction, data 

analysis/presentation, and conclusion.  

 

Findings and Discussion 

The illocutionary speech act in Ferdy Sambo's plea entitled A Point of Hope 

in a Crowded Court is described as follows. 

 

Representative illocutionary speech acts (RISA)  

(state, admit, testify, mention, speculate);  

 

RISA 1 SPECULATE  
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RISA 2 DECLARE AND GIVE WITNESS  
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RISA 3 MENTION 

 
 

RISA 4 CONFESS 

 
 

Directive illocutionary speech acts (DISA)  

(ask, force, urge, order, order, plead)  

 

 
 

 

DISA 1 REIGN 

 
 

DISA 2 FORCING, URGING, ORDERING, COMMANDING 
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DISA 3 BEGGING 

 
 

DISA 4 ORDERING, ORDERING  

 
 

DISA 5 ASKING, ORDERING 

 
 

Expressive illocutionary speech acts (EISA)  

(say thank you, complain, praise, criticize)  

 

EISA 1 TO SAY THANKS 
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EISA 2 TO SAY THANKS 

 
 

EISA 3 SIGH 
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TTE 4 CRITICIZE 

 
 

 Based on the abovementioned data, the observations can be briefly 

presented in tabular format.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

LLTC 2023: Paradigm Shift in English Learning: Exploring Hope and Healing for Students 

 

 

72 

 

Table 1. Illocutionary acts in Ferdy Sambo's pledge 

Types of Illocutionary Speech Acts Number of Sentences in Ferdy 

Sambo's Pledge 

Representative 

illocutionary speech 

acts (state, admit, 

testify, mention, 

speculate);  

 

RISA 1 speculate IIIII+IIIII+IIIII+IIIII+IIIII+IIIII+I = 

31 

RISA 2 Declare and 

give testimony 

III = 3 

RISA 3 mention III = 3 

RISA 4 confess IIIII+I = 6 

directive 

illocutionary speech 

acts (requesting, 

forcing, urging, 

ordering, 

commanding, 

pleading);  

DISA 1 command, 

request, order 

 

IIII = 4  

DISA 2 force, urge, 

command, command 

I = 1 

 

DISA 3 plead IIIII+III = 8 

expressive 

illocutionary speech 

acts (saying thank 

you, complaining, 

praising, criticizing).  

 

EISA 1 to say thanks II = 2 

EISA 2 praise I = 1 

EISA 3 sigh IIIII+IIIII+IIIII+I = 16 

EISA 4 criticize III = 3 

Information: 

RISA: representative illocutionary speech acts, 

DISA: directive illocutionary speech acts, 

EISA: expressive illocutionary speech acts. 

 

From Table 1, it is known that several sentence data show the number of 

representative illocutionary speech acts (RISA), directive illocutionary speech acts 

(DISA), and expressive illocutionary speech acts (EISA). RISA 1 speculates as 

many as 31 sentences, RISA 2 provides testimony of as many as three sentences, 

RISA 3 states as many as three penalties, and RISA 4 admits as many as six 

sentences. Furthermore, DISA 1 ordered, requested, and ordered four sentences, 

DISA 2 forced, urged, collected, and called one penalty, and DISA 3 begged for 

eight sentences. Next, EISA 1 expressed thanks in 2 sentences, EISA 2 praised in 1 

sentence, EISA 3 complained in 16 sentences, and EISA 4 criticized in 3 sentences. 

Thus, there is a finding that the most illocutionary speech act in Ferdy 

Sambo's plea entitled A Point of Hope in a Crowded Court Room is RISA 

speculating with 31 sentences. Next, the second highest number was EISA 

complaining with 16 penalties. It can be interpreted that Ferdy Sambo's legal 

defense efforts in his plea were carried out by presenting expressions or sentences 

containing speculation and complaints.  

 

Conclusion  

Based on the research mentioned above, it can be deduced that the 

illocutionary speech acts included in Ferdy Sambo's plea titled "A Point of Hope in 
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a Crowded Court" encompass representative illocutionary speech acts (state, admit, 

give testimony, mention, speculate); directive illocutionary speech acts (requesting, 

forcing, urging, ordering, commanding, pleading); and expressive illocutionary 

speech acts (saying thank you, complaining, praising, criticizing). 
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