

https://e-conf.usd.ac.id/index.php/theoicon/
mailto:hastangka@brin.go.id

conducted through interview, observation, and literature studies. In this article, the
transformation and change on religion education in Indonesia at the level of curriculum and
methods of teaching is mentioned, and then the contestation of moral values and spirituality

amongt young generations will be described.
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Introduction

The dynamics and development of religious education in Indonesia are interesting
to observe and study. The development of religious education in schools in Indonesia,
especially high schools, is occurred a pattern of significant changes. The idea was sparked
by the subject of religious education since the issuance of Law Number 2 of 1989
concerning the National Education System article 39 article (1) which states that the
contents of the curriculum for each type, path, and level of education must contain (a)
education of Pancasila, (b) religious education, (c) civic education (Indonesia, Law
Number 2 of 1989 concerning the National Education System, 1989). The explanatory
clause states that:

"..religious education is an effort to strengthen faith and devotion to God
Almighty in accordance with the religion embraced by the students by
taking into account the demands to respect other religions in the
relationship of inter-religious harmony in society to realize national
unity..."

Religious education subjects since the enactment of Law Number 2 of 1989 have
directed efforts to strengthen faith and devotion to God Almighty. This juridical basis has
also reappeared with the issuance of Law Number 20 of 2003 concerning the National
Education System as a renewal of the previous regulations. Article 36 paragraph (3)
states that the curriculum prepared is according to the level of education within the
framework of the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia by taking into account. a.
increased faith and devotion; b. precious moral improvement, c. increasing the potential,
intelligence, and interests of students; d. diversity of regional and environmental
potentials; e. demand for regional and national development; f. demands of the working
world; g. development of science, technology, and art; h. religion, i. dynamics of global
development, and j. national unity and national values. (Indonesia, Law Number 20 of
2003 concerning the National Education System, 2003). The strengthening of the juridical
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basis for the implementation of religious education began in the post-reform era with the
issuance of Law Number 20 of 2003 concerning the national education system.

Studies that have been conducted on religious discussion education in schools
emphasize specific issues related to religious education’s issues in public schools and
specifically in religious schools (Islamic schools). The issue raised is the issue of Islamic
religious education in various studies that have been carried out such as the study
conducted by Wildan Miftahussurur explaining that the problem of Islamic religious
education in schools arises due to two main factors, internal and external factors. Internal
factors are caused by the lack of competence of teachers, the inability to carry outlearning
actions, and the lack of adequate facilities and infrastructure. Meanwhile, the external
factor is lack of community and government support in the process of implementing
religious education, specifically Islam (Miftahussurur, 2022).

Various studies show that religious education is an important concern among
academics, the attention shown in various existing studies focuses on learning facilities,
teaching resources, learning materials, teaching/learning methods, and the problem of
participants applying the teachings of their religions. The purpose of religious education
can be formulated with various formulations, but various problems can arise such as the
learning process and social environment that require guidelines or specific policies
(Libriyanti, 2019). The gap in religious education is still a gap between the theory taught
and the practice carried out by students. Thus, the impact of religious education is to
attempt collective awareness in order to improve the morality and spirituality of students
who have not been fully achieved. Religious education is impressed as moral learning to
form social and religious obedience systematically and structurally thatis carried out by
the state. The findings from Sinaga's study show that school management has also not
provided nice space in the process of religious education services for each student
(Sinaga, 2017)

In addition to school management, in the classroom's religious management
learning also requires classroom management. Good classroom management will
certainly affect the quality level of religious learning in class (Sepriyanti, 2018). The
problem faced is precisely the implementation of religious learning in public schools,
when it is related to minority religions of these schools and learning must be carried out
outside the classroom or even outside effective learning hours by combining several
classes from various public schools in an area.

The issue of education in general discusses a lot about the changes and
sustainability of religious education in the process of meaning and religious identity of
education. Religious education is an important lesson for society and the younger
generation. The emphasis of religious education is on three main functions: religious
education to build prophetic morals, religious education to form wisdom for students,
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religious education as a teaching effort to understand religious teachings, and religious
education as an effort to form patterns of the application of religious teachings in the life
of society or community (Brennan, 2005). In general, the teaching of religious education
in Indonesia, they are Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism, Catholicism, Islam, and
Confucianism, it teaches values and understanding based on the third functional category,
which is studying religion in schools with the aim of understanding the teachings of the
religion they adhere to properly.

Controversial issues about religious education emerge and develop outside of
schools and are sometimes to a small extent discussed in schools’ teaching. Religious
issues that have become public consumption since the last 15 years have appeared and
are recurring. First, the issues of religious sentiment are not to greet or wish for other
religions’ days, because according to the teachings of other religions it is considered
unlawful. Second, the narrative that is disseminated in the preaching media through
social media and the internet is a matter of cultural behavior that clashes with religion,
for example, "wearing a bun will be cursed” (source: consultsyariah.com site;
channelmuslim.com; umma.id), 'klepon cake which is considered un-Islamic” (Yuniar,
2020) (Hanifah, 2020). Controversial issues related to religion and schools have
strengthened since the emergence of terrorism narratives, radicalism, and
fundamentalism that were reported in various online media in late 2002. The social
situation and political developments, locally, nationally, and globally, have had an impact
on the development of controversial issues related to religion, especially at school.
However, from an international perspective, teaching related to controversial issues can
make a concrete contribution to the development of skills and attitudes, as well as an
understanding of academic literacy, as well as developing active participation for the
community in public spaces and making decisions. In the context of religious education,
the process of teaching controversial issues is considered to be able to increase students’
awareness to better understand their beliefs and values well (Nazar, 2020). This study
will focus on how religious education in Indonesia is in the process of forming knowledge
for students, especially how students place their religious values in the public space and
how the theological thoughts given by each religion can shape spirituality or moral
obedience. So far, religious education in Indonesia is still understood as part of the
process of finding forms between moral values and spirituality.

Method

The approach of this study uses a qualitative approach. Sources of material were
obtained through literature studies and interviews with high school students as
respondents. The analysis used content analysis and interpretation. This study will focus
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on students' views of religious teaching and education in senior high schools of
Yogyakarta.

Results and Discussion
Roles and Functions of Religious Education

Various opinions about the role and function of religious education emerged from
local, national, and global perspectives. From a global perspective, religious education is
interpreted as an effort to provide social and religiosity functions and roles for students
to better understand their religious beliefs and teachings to build a more democratic
society (Anderson, 2017). The role and function of religious education in schools are to
provide balance in education to develop spirituality, morals, and socio-culture, as well as
national values (Council, 2023). According to Chris Ward, religious education aims to help
students reflect on the experiences and mysteries of life, and contribute to increasing
their religiosity and spirituality (Ward, 2023). Another view states that the religious
education referred, places more emphasis on Islamic religious education having the aim
of fostering student morals. The students are taught to behave under the existing syariat
to support the moral aspects which can later be beneficial to the community (Ariesta,
2019). Much of the discourse on the role and function of religious education in various
studies and literature is dominated in the narrative context of Islamic religious education
as in a study conducted by Ramadania, Sitika, and Darmayanti explaining the role of
Islamic religious education in the family and community environment. The results of this
study indicate that the role of religious education (Islam) as a foundation in the family to
shape children's behavior and morals so that they know the boundaries of good and bad,
has the function of forming people who believe in and are devoted to the God Almighty,
and become the main foundation and play a role in moral education to build Indonesian
society (Sinta Rahmadania, 2021). The aspect of diversity in religious life in Indonesia has
led to a perspective on religious education that has specific aspects such as the role and
function of Christian, Catholic, Hindu, Buddhist, and Islamic religious education, and
Confucianism has a different emphasis. In a study by Jamsah Sigalingging and Joice Ester
Raranta, they described the role and function of (Christian) religious education in trying
to build synergy between the church and the family. Christian religious education teaches
the relationship between humans and God, as well as the real importance of life (Jamsah
Sigalingging, 2022). In the context of (Hindu) religious education which has been
formulated by the Hindu religious association (Parisada Hindu Dharma Indonesia-PDHI),
it has roles and functions to shape the character of students in forming good student
personalities and being able to reduce the morals faced by students today. (Hindu)
Religious education has an important role in assisting students in the formation of
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piety to get rewards from God. On the other hand, values are taught to build a more wise,
good, civilized, and ethical society. However, the transformation of these values that are
learned in schools through education, learning, methods, and established curricula has
not fully become part of the life process for students. In general, religion provides values
that direct the spiritual life of human relations with God, and God with humans. The
values in religious learning that appear prominent and synergize with other religions
such as Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism, Catholicism, and Islam are, first, religious
values, religious values can not only be emphasized in religious learning content but also
in the practice of religious values. A religious person is a reflection of a person who is not
only obedient in maintaining his relationship with God (worshipping) but can also carry
out religious values in harmonious relations between humans and their environment.
Second, discipline, the conception of discipline is directed at learning discipline,
enthusiasm for learning, and efforts to build a harmonious life. Third, respecting others
directs a life of mutual respect for one another.

Conclusion

Religious education in schools in Indonesia is interesting to review. Based on the
results of studies that have been conducted, religious education in schools in Indonesia
has an important role and function for students to shape the character and values of life
for students. Religious education has an important impact and influence on students in
the process of understanding religious values and religious functions in students’' moral
and spiritual lives. In general, religious education directs students to have a high level of
spirituality and good moral piety in practicing their religion and beliefs. The moral
contestation that occurs in religious education can be seen from the process and teaching
materials of each religion that emphasizes certain issues. Will he become a pious person
religiously and push religion into the public space as a form of belief to be expected for
others to follow or religion will become a part of oneself to increase faith and piety? The
results of this study indicate that the relationship between religious education and efforts
to change students’ behavior has a significant role. It's just that the context of behavior
change can be based on the form of teaching in each religion. Will the emphasis be on
spirituality or moral piety?
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